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(  _ SHALL I noT visrr FOR THESE THINGS, SAITH | 
: THE LORD ?.SHALL NOT MY SOUL BE AVENGED 
'- ON: SUCH A NATION AS THIS FP 


* 


5 1. E N. mall the \ voice of truth be heard 
> \ 7 amidſt the clamors of ungodlineſs ? ſhall 
- we never attend to the word, the warnings of the 5 
8 eternal Jehovah, till the uplifted arm of vengeance 
_ deſcends, and wrath to the uttermoſt overtakes us? 
What means this annual mockery ? this pre- 
tence of faſting and humiliation ? Is there not a 
- God that ſearcheth the hearts? nay, he needeth 
not to detect the falſehood, the hypocriſy of ou. 
pretences; they are written as with a ſun- beam: 
he that runs may read them in characters awfully 
. legible i in almoſt every man he meets. 
_., Are theſe the effects of our faſting ? Is this the 
fruit, the evidence of our repentance, that with ra- 
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„ 

pid ſtrides we advance from evil to evil, till we 
fill up the meaſure of our iniquities ? . 

Avowed infidelity, barefaced corruption, un- 

| bluſhing profligacy, and, covered as we are with 
the deepeſt gloom. of (evils felt and feared, un- 
bounded diffipation, ſtalk through our ſtreets, and 
from the palace to the cottage ſeem to hurl defiance | 
0 the Almighty. Is there a God ? and ſhall he 
not viſit for theſe things? ſhall not his ſou] be 3 
avenged on ſuch a nation as this ? | 
The tottering empire ſhakes from its founda - 
5 tions. The Lord hath mingled a perverſe ſpirit | 
| in the midſt of this people. Stfcceſsful rebellion 
emboldens the factious, whilſt they reeiprocally fan 
ede flames, and long to ſee the conflagration general. 
Diſunion, diſcontent, diſaffection, like the in- {| = 
ereaſing circle of troubled waters, threaten an ap- | 
_ * proaching diſſolution of the body politic, and all 
the furious zeal of pretended e * ; 
me fearful criſis. | SY 
- Our open, our antient, our bee toes, and 
our baſer and more treacherous pretended allies, 
combine, unite their forces, and like the tremend- 
ous ſtorm hang over us, ready to defcend reſiſt | - 
Teſs, and _— ws land mw the beſom of de- 


1155 uction. 


Our 


1 
Our treaſure diſh pated, our commanders unfor- 


tunate or unfaithful, our expences increaſing, our 


reſources failing, our debts enormous, all public 


ſpirit 16ſt, bribery triumphant, venality without 2 
maſk; and when our exiſtence as a nation is at 


Rake, the only great contention is, who ſhall have 


the poſſeſſion and diſpoſal of penſions, places and 


power ; patriotiſm wearing the ſame, alternate 


maſk, according as men are in, or out of office. 


Theſe are facts evident to the dulleſt obſerver. | 
Murmurs are heard on every ſide; the people 


feem ripe for tumult; whilſt the men of deſperate 


fortune, or lawleſs ambition, appear determined 
to riſe into adminiſtration, or bury themſelves 
with the objects of their envy in the ſame promiſ- 
Euous ruin, 
"WY; earth, earth, arch; bear the word of the 
Lack * | 

I will begin with the KinG on the throne; 
whoſe office I honour, and whoſe perſon I love. 
I date avow it under the conſciouſneſs of truth, 
that no man in his kingdoms, would more freely 


ſhed his blood in defence of his throne and his 


. auguſt family. But let me never be ſo dazzled | 


1 LS A 9. of TORS TIT 


with the name of majeſty, as to flatter, where it be- 
comes me as « miniſter of Chriſt to be faithful. 


A4 ; £5 "—M 
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It is indeed a maxim i in the law, That the king 
can do no wrong: but the code from whence truth 
proceeds, diſavows the idea, To him by whom 
Kings reign is he as reſponſible as the meaneſt of 


his ſubjects; and height of eminence will only 


add, if criminal, a ſuperlative degree of guilt. 
Let me not be numbered among the factious, 
whom my ſoul abhors; nor imagine me' of the 
difappointed patriots, to whoſe affembly mine ho- 


nour never ſhall be united ; but let .me ſpeak the 
truth, even before kings, and not be afraid. 


* 


Sf, 14 of e 
Thou art, in this land, the head, the fountain 


of office and honour, and therefore reſponſible 
to God at leaſt, I might ſay to thy people alſo, 
For thoſe, by whole hands thy government is ad- 


miniſtred. 2 
Thy example i is of the laſt importance; exalted 


as in thy ſtation, ſo tranſcendantly bright, in the 


exerciſe of every chriſtian virtue, ſhould be thy 


temper and conduct. 
Iwill not plead with thee on . bike nor 


charge thee with the negle& of thoſe ſacred duties 


of religion, which demand a more ſerious regard 
than thou payeſt to them. I will admoniſh thee 
1 : only 


% 


ww as the VISOR of this: land, and as thou muſt il 
_ anſwer it at the bar of that God, who is King of "i 
"Kings; and Lord of lords, 

Thou haſt appointed men of known pre 
aa avowed infidelity, to the moſt eminent and 
important offices of the ſtate. 

Thou knoweſt that bribery and - corruption 
reign, if not under thy patronage, it is generally | 
preſumed by thy connivance, and that thy purfe | if 
ſupplieth the wages of unrighteouſneſs. | A 

Things ſacred under thy government, are [| 
treated as tools of politics. The diſtinguiſhed || 
ſtations in church, as well as ſtate, are generally | 
filled up by intereſt or favour, without the leaſt 
regard to the high and holy eee requi- 

1 for the diſcharge of them. | 

What a contraſt to the e given by St, 
Paul of a biſhop, are thoſe (how few excepted !} 
whom thou haſt appointed to preſide in the houſe 
of Nn 1 "gy ii. e 2 Tame i it. 55 TY: 5 
. 

© Aythe firſt wat SE wheels of government 
receive tif motion from thy hand, to whom are 

all the evils neceſſarily flowing from the abuſe of 
power, by a profane delegation of it, to be im- 
4 Potech but to thee? - ; 
| by As © 3 
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„ 
It is 1 know.pleaded by thy miniſters, that man- 


-kind are ſo venal, that corruption is become neceſ- 
ſary to rule them. I confeſs the fact, but I deny 


the inference. , Uprightaeſs hath ever a tendency 
to exalt a nation; but ſuch miniſters, ſuch biſhops, 
ſuch rulers in church and ſtate as the preſent, are 
a reproach, and muſt be a curſe to any people. 
Ye GREAT MEN. of this guilty land, that ſtand- 


| ing near the throne ſhould: be the pillars of it, high 


in office and honour, or diſtinguiſhes: by youk poſ- 


ſeſſions to you I Farne“ * 


HFave you not altogether broken he 5 _ 
burſt the bands of the divine reftraint aſunder? 

Whoſe profaneneſs, whoſe impiety, whoſe. ink 
delity, whoſe. inordi nate love of pleaſure, Whoſe 
inſatiable ambition, are we this day to Jament? 


Confeſs—hath not . bend been * i, the 


rranſgreſſion. N ach} 
Ye venal ſlaves, that fell 1 8 


go ttg to earn the wages of proſtitution, who 
know no, conſcience but convenience, and whoſe 


pretended high ſenſe of honour, never protetts you 


from the baſeſt arts to purchaſe, or n 
wm power and wealth |! ! 
Will the coronet on your coaches, . for 


pour nobility, when the balls that ſurround it are 
N tarniſhed 


= 4 


tarniſhed dy your vices, your meahneſs, your in- 
ſolence, your profligacy, or your profaneneſs ? If 


virtue be the only true nobility, bluſh, if you have 


not loft the ſenſe of ſhame, at the contraſt your 
manners exhibit, to every _ thaly noble, great, 


and good! 


In the midſt of a nation x profeſing the . of 


the Son of God, to whom ſhould inferiors look up 


1 


but to you, whoſe bright examples of every ehriſtian 
grace ſhould adorn the eminent rank and ſtation, 
which you are appointed to fil!? But horrible to 
tell] what a ſatire on chriſtianity muſt the very idea 


ſuggeſt, that you are the patterns for imitation ? . 


Tour practice -I ſpeak of what is open to- 
view, which every eye may ſee, and every ear 


around you hear your practiee, how utterly in- 
eonſiſtent with, how totally S wo 


E wh, precept of the goſpel ! 


* Adultery, - fornication, uncleanneſs, PI 


the offspring of luxury and ' inordinate love of 
pleafure,. are your habits, your delights, avowed, : 


indulged, gloried in. 'Whilſt-igereafing divorces, 


your noble privilege ! (ſor the inferior ranks can- 


not afford to purchaſe them) evince the utter cor 
ruption of your morals, and tell how dubious i is 


the * of the riſing generation. | 


4 


Deſtitute 


* ” — 
* — — — 2 
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Deſtitute of every idea of reverence for the Moft 


High, you demean yourſelves to the baſeſt offices 
of debauching the morals of your countrymen, 
by bribery, perjury, drunkenneſs, revellings, bru- 


tal quarrels, and often murder itſelf. And having 


by theſe arts won their ſuffrage, you baſely barter 


your own. in order to procure the means of grati- 


fying your pride, your luſts, or your own avarice. 


But your conduct is not only immoral, highly 
immoral, but in many * e inde- 


; cent and profane. 


An outward reſpect for religion hath been ever 


| dene at leaſt beneficial to ſociety, and highly 
politic; you have ee nap th from 


_ theſe trammels. 


De public ſervice of the e eſtabl iſhed i in 
every nation under heaven, and which even pa- 
5 gans and mahomedans, however falſe their religion 
be, devoutly obſerve, you treat with e 5 


ous neglect. 
he houſe of God, you ſeldom, perhaps never nit. 


The day of God, you not only prophane your- 


ſelves, but fix on it in preference to others for 


journeying, or pleaſure, making your ſervants 
partakors i in bis Crimes. 


— — 


The 


| 


LO. 
De worſhip of God, yourſelves, your families, 


entertain not the ſhadow of it. A bended knee 


in humble adoration of the eternal Jehovah would 
be indeed a prodigy under your roof. 
The name of Ged, it is never in your mouths, but 
in thoughtleſs vanity, ar more nen to blaſ- 
pheme it? 

De word of God, it is never opened 5 you: : 
the contents of the facred records are utterly un- 
known ; or if a ſmattering of it is picked up from 
ſome infidel ſcoffer, it is SO" in order to furniſh 
matter for ridicule, 

The moſt ſacred ordinance, even the body and bl Nod 
of God our Saviour, is trampled. under foot, and 
turned from with abhorrence ; except when, as a 
qualification for honour and los, you are relue- 
tantly dragged to the table of the Lord, eating and 

drinking your own damnation. For if ſuch a ſtate, 
ſuch conduct, ſuch motives as yours'do not conſti- 
tute, © that eating and drinking unworthily, not 
diſcerning the Lord's body, which the apoſtle fo 
awfully mentions, what in nature beſides can do it? 
Shall I add as explanatory of all that I have de- 
© ſeribed. (alas ! how ſhort a catalogue of your ini- 


quities ) your barefaced infidelity, commencing at 
the great corrupted public ſchools, confirmed at the, 


univerſities, 


/ 
Fx 
1 
1 
l 
. 


8 


„ 


. 


3 


—— > — 
— 4 [pan — 
— 


B 
4 


— * I PTC 


7 
univerſities, or in foreign travels, and eonſum- 
mated by that intercourſe with the world, in which 
your rank or fortune places you, where your fel- 
lows are of the fame ſtamp with yourſelves, and 
mutually conſpite to harden each other, whilſt 
you hear with pleafure the tidings ſpread, and tri- 
umph in the obſervation, that Biſbops, prie/ts, and 


| deacons believe no more (in reality) of the OG 


of Jeſus, than you do. 
But is the reprbach true? 
I turn then to you ye MINISTERS of the unc! 

tuary, who bearing office under him, claim a pe- 

euliar relation to him, of whom it is SE holy: 


and reverend is hit name. 
Pe lights of this benighted world! ye angels of 
cehurches!] ye ſtars in the right hand of him who 


fitteth on the throne! does en character cor- 


refpond with your office? 


By what door entered you into the minifiry? 


Was it from an internal divine impulſe, mov- 
ing you to prefer the care of men's fouls to every 


earthly conſideration? And did the Holy Ghoſt, 
whofe ſacred name you invoked at your ordina- 
tion, and whoſe ſacred dictates you profeſſed to- 

obey in your call thereunto, bear witneſs to your” 


re r of the truth of Wen declaration? 


4 ME | | Ic : 


„ 5 1 
It of . charaQers/a- liar is the moſt vile an& de- 
: "ans in a tranſaction of ſuch weight, and con- 


tue atrocious falſchood and horrible guilt of mak- 


ing theſe public confeſſions. in the ears of God 
and man, if you are conſcious, as the moſt of you 
muſt be, that your motives were carnal, and your 


vocation, merely human . and not u 


influence. 
To intrude mma into - kiduls of God, 


q 


to ſte pc over the threſhold into his temple, with: 
conſcious hypoorify, avowed untruth, and daring: 


blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt; what can be 
expected from fuch an unhallowed miſſion? 


Hou baue you behaved ee 2n the church if ; 


the living Gas?⁊ 
Have the Epiſtles to F 1 | Titus RY 


the bleffted model, on which, you have endeavoured 


to form your temper, your conduct, your labours? 
dead to filthy lucre— fearleſs of offending - indif- 
ferent to men's efteem—ambitious of the honour 
which cometh from God only faithful, diligent 
in teaching, preaching the word in feaſon, and out 
of ſeaſon, having but one object, the glory of Jo- 
ſus in the ſal vation. of thoſe fouls. he purchaſed with 


his blood; but one care to approve. yourſelves 


- g \ 
— Y * 


L 
to the great biſhop and ſhepherd on the throne; 
but one end in view, that you may give up your 
: account to him with joy, and be counted worthy 
to ſtand before the * of man in the my of his 
Mg and glory... 

But have you ones into the- ali for a 

- maintenance ? or ſought it as a genteel profeſſion? 
have you entered with a conſcience polluted with 
falſehood ? and impenitently perſevering made 
your profeſſion a cloak for your covetouſneſs ? 

\ hath the fleece been dearer to you than the flock, 
and is gain your godlineſs? Have you been idle 
lo0“iterers in the vineyard, and ſpent your time, not 
in ſeeking thoſe whom Chriſt came to ſave, but 
in criminal diſſipation? hath your grand object 
been the honour which cometh from man? have 
you puſhed your intereſt of family or connections 
as your great engine, and- flattered or fawned on 
the mighty and noble for preferment ? have you 
riſen in the church; not by the exemplarineſs of 
your conduct, the abundance of your labours, 
the fervor: of your zeal for the truth, and the im- 

- provement of every ſpiritual gift, but by] your in- 
tereſt in ſome venal borough, your relation to or 
connection with ſome great man in office? your 
| diligence as his too], the _— of his pleaſures | 
£ and 


* 
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and immoralities, or the partizan of his politics ? 
are theſe the cords by which you have climbed up 


to dignity | ? and with the increaſing means of pro- 


motion entered more deeply into the ſpirit and 


temper of the worldlings around you, till ſtep by 
ſtep you advance to. the auguſt title of right reve · 
rend, or Rand on tiptoe graſping after the lordly 


diſtinction f> meaneſt of human wretches, and 
the moſt criminal, know how ſhortlived is your 


dream of honour, and how quickly to be ſucceeded 
with everlaſting ſhame and contempt. - The un- 


godly indeed cannot but inſult, and the infidel 


triumph, “e there, there, ſo would we have it;“ 


and hardened in their crimes and unbelief they 


periſh in their iniquities, but their blood ſhall be 


required at the watchman's hands. | 
Fiearful and awful account! and not the leſs 


ſure, near, and tremendous, becauſe forgotten, « de- 


(piled, or diſbelieved ? 


Shall we deſcend farther to the aver 1 | 


and find among them more of the truth and power 
of religion ? alas! the corruption is univerſal, 


and flows like a torrent through all ranks and de- 


grees of men. 


To ſeek truth, juſtice, purity, piety, pa 
among the followers of the bar would be ridiculous. 


The 


N „en L et of * * W.. *. „* * „ 8 


1 of } 
The inns of court abound too much with infide} 
men, and infidel books, to give any expeQation,, 
that the book of God ſhould be reverenced ;. 
where gold is the idol; ambition the ſpur ; and the 


great admired maxim of making the beſt of every 
cauſe, includes avowedly the moſt horrible abuſe. 


- df ſuperior abilities, to make the works appear the 


Te mw." 
J appeal to the zaity perverfion of evidence, ſu- 


| bordination of perjury, torturing truth to disfigure 


its features, and all the chichane of law and law- 


yers that ſet and keep the world at variante, and 


baniſh that Jove and _ iy is the ſpirit of 8 
the eil. 85 | 
If the religion of a PRYSICIAN has ever been 
preverbial, this day affuredly can claim no very 
fingular tn, from the paſt e of 


amid 
But ſhall we find in our FLERTS of Ants 


that ſpirit, which would lead us to hope the God 


of battles would bleſs their enterpriſes in a Jawful 
cauſe, and prof] per their efforts i in W us from 
our enemies? 

I appeal to every man who is the leaſt hott 
with theſe defenders of our land, by whom is the 


name of God more dlaſphemed, and his authority 
| | deſpiſed ? 


7 


1 0 ] 


' defpiſe#? who that hath ever ſpent one hodr 


1 


within wooden bulwarks, but hath heard the found 

of oaths fingularly impions ? who hath viſited 
our camps without a demonſtration, that the aſſo- 
Donny numbers hath a direct tendency to cor- 
rupt; and that our country gentlemen, as well as 


© the commonality have proved, that the militia hath 
- not contributed to their improvement in morality. 
Indeed iniquity on every fide hath deluged the 


land. Commerce that hath increaſed our wealth, 


hath furniſhed the means for every gratification. 
Our merchants are become princes or bankrupts. 
The criminal ſpirit of adventure, BING haſte to | 


de rich, cannot confift with innocence. 
The ravages of the Eaſt are too well known to 


need remark: and whilſt many laden with the 


ſpoils of oppreſſion, and ſtained with the blood of 
the ſlain or famiſhed, diſplay Aſiatic luxury, they 


* alike excite the ſpirit of avarice and diſſipation in 


others, that they may not be outſtripped by pegs | 


ſucceſsful ravagers. h , 
Our manners, our maxims, purſuits, enjoy- 


ments, ali riſe in variance with, in enmity againſt 


{ 


every principle of goſpel ſelf-denial, purity, truth, 


charity. And the meaneſt of our mechanics as 
N | cordially 


4 4 * * 
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23 Fe 
cordially concur in exploding that fyſtem as their 
ſuperiors : infidelity has deſcended to the dregs 
of the people, and with it, whether as parent or 
offspring, immorality of every kind. 
Vet ſtrange to tell ! whilſt this is confeſſed. 
complained of, condemned, who dares to riſe up, 
by example, by influence, by inſtruction, to cor- 
rect, to amend, to reform, to convert the world 
that lieth in wickedneſs ? The few, that like the * 
prophet lament over the abominations they behold, 
and lift up the ſtandard of a crucified Jeſus againſt 
the floods of ungodlineſs, are treated with ridicule * 
and ſtamped with enthuſiaſm. Hence our taverns, 
our brothels, our play-houſes, every place of 
amuſement public or private are crouded; but our 
churches empty, and the table of the Lord deſerted. % 
I do not know a more melancholy ſcene to an 
_ obſervant mind, and a more fearful proof how 
little of the religion of the Son of God remains 
with us, than a view of the churches of this me- a 
tropolis on the Lord's day, where the empty pews 
and deſolate rails of the altar proclaim, that the 
a as well as the power of Dt is fled 


from among us. | 7 
And how near that land; is to deſtruction, 4 


PR | ſuch 
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ſuch abominations reign uncontroled, and all re- 


ligion, yea the very form of it treated with con- 


tempt, it needeth not the ſpirit of prophecy” t. to 
foreſee, or foretell. 

What hope then remains? we muſt repent or 
- periſh, 
| What can lead us to rite? nothing but 


a heartfelt ſenſe of that goodneſs of our long-ſuf- _ 


fering God, which we have ſo groſsly abuſed. 


What means muſt: be uſed for this end? the 


| preaching of the unadulterated goſpel. 

What alone can give this efficacy? The eternal 
Spirit, by which the great author of it on our be- 
half offered up himſelf without ſpot to God. 

Will this afford us relief as a nation ? God only 
knows. The meaſure of our iniquities may be 
full, and the appointed time come to pull down 

and to deſtroy; perhaps our preſent ſufferings may 
be for humiliation not for deſolation. However, 
the ſinner that returns to God in penitence, ſe- 
c ures a retreat from the bittereſt part of every 

judgment. He ſhall be hidden in the day of the 

Lord's fierce anger, and though involved in the 
general calamity, the Lord knoweth how to deliver 
the nn out of temptation, or to ſupport 

them 
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them under it; and turn their bittereſt ſufferings © 


into bleſſings. We {hall fit looſe to the kingdoms: 
of this world, and all their, revolutions; if We 
have ſecured our throne in a beter... 
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SHORT ALARM 
BEFORE THE FAST IN 1782, 


AND 


© TO BE SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED AFTER, 
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BY A FRIEND TO HIS COUNTRY. 
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